who uses a wheelchair, serve her jail sentence for civil disobedience in opposing the U.S. attack on Iraq? (She can.) Readers should bookmark appendix 2, the glossary of acronyms, for Barnes abets the tendency of American pacifists to create organizations at every opportunity. This was magnified by MNS, which finally seems to have imploded from its own incessant self-analysis. But Sanford D. Horwitt's biography of Feingold is effusive, with barely a critical word for his protagonist. Drawing information from interviews with Feingold, his siblings, and political backers, as well as from public statements by the senator in the U.S. Senate and to the media, Horwitt, a Democratic speechwriter and essayist for the New York Times, Washington Post, and Chicago Tribune, portrays Feingold's ascent to prominence from obscurity as a Horatio Alger story. From high school onward Feingold has been an ambitious workaholic. Yet his singleminded commitment to his career drove two marriages to divorce, an aspect of Feingold's life that Horwitt glosses over. Although he devotes entire chapters to Feingold's relationship with his parents and siblings, he gives only one paragraph to his first wife and his children. The Feingold that emerges is unidimensional, and the praise resembles a campaign biography.
Horwitt doubts that in the present climate, a twice-divorced Jewish politician from a medium-sized state can become president. Moreover, the reverse side of his uninhibited independence is that Feingold is not considered a team player but a man with his own agenda. The Democratic Party establishment is likely to curb any ambitions he has beyond the Senate. Still, the Senate has provided a forum for speaking out against the war in Iraq and the Bush administration's civil liberties record.
Feingold's political career in Wisconsin seems secure, and he is likely to remain a spokesman for a faction of his party. His able constituent service, economical campaigns, and reputation for incorruptibility enhance his stature. Feingold is influential in the Midwest and attracts national media. As a spokesman for midwestern left-of-center followers, he will influence Democratic politics even if he is unlikely to rise beyond the Senate.
